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International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/003365 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| J a sequence listing 

| [ tablets) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

j ] in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

[ ~] contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| ~] furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. [ """J In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) Claims 


1-9 




YES 


Claims 






NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 






YES 


Claims 


1-9 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 


1-9 




YES 


Claims 






NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US 5 573 403 A (BELLER ISI ET AL) 12 November 

1996 (1996-11-12) 
D2; US 6 629 844 Bl (JENKINS WILLIAM M ET AL) 

1 October 2003 (2003-10-07) 

2 The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step 
as defined in PCT Article 33(3). 



2.1 Document Dl, which is regarded as the prior art 

closest to the- subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(see the document in its entirety) an audiofrequency 
analogue converter apparatus for the auditory 
treatment of audio-phonatory disorders exhibited by 
certain subjects, as a general rule by young 
children. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from the 
teachings of Dl in that the treatment of the signal 
is performed digitally also making use of the 
envelope of the input signal to determine the 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

modifications to be made to the signal. 

The problem that the present invention is intended 
to solve can thus be considered to be how to adapt 
the known analogue system of Dl to a digital signal 
treatment . 

The solution to this problem, as proposed in claim 1 
of the present application, is not considered to 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)*), for 
the following reasons: 

- the switch from an analogue appliance to a 
digital treatment is standard in the field of 
audio and video signal treatment, 

- the algorithm for treating the input signal 
based on the envelope of the signal is also 
known, cf. D2 (abstract, figures 6, 32, 33, 
paragraphs 243-283), used in the same aim of. 
treating subjects suffering from audio-phonatory 
disorders. 

Therefore the features described in documents Dl and 
. D2 would be combined by the person skilled in the 
art, without evidencing proof of inventiveness, to 
solve the problem posed. The solution proposed in 
independent claim 1 may not therefore be considered 
to involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 



Claims 2-9 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which 
they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and inventive step (PCT Article 
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33(2) and (3)); these features are known from 



documents Dl-2. 
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Box No. VH Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

1. Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii), 
the relevant prior art disclosed in document D2 is 
not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

1. Claim 1 is not clear and fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 6 insofar as the subject 
matter for which protection is sought has not been 
clearly defined. Such as it has been specified, the 
functional definitions below will not allow the 
person skilled in the art to determine which are the 
technical features necessary for the effecting of 
the functions: 

- establish a third sequence of digital values, 
bounded, on the basis of the second digital 
sequence; 

- establish a sequence of values of emission 
frequencies modulated according to the values of the 
third sequence of digital values. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box VIII) (January 2004) 



